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CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 237149 
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ORIGIN EB-11 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 IO-14 ISO-OO FMC-04 COME-OO OMB-01 

SSO-OO INRE-00 NSCE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 

SS-20 USIA-15 ACDA-19 DLOS-06 COA-02 CG-00 TRSE-00 

SCEM-02 SCI-06 /168 R 

DRAFTED BY EB/MA:RKBANK:EW 
APPROVED BY EB/MA:RKBANK 
EUR/SOV - MR. DYESS 
EUR/SOV - MR. KOVNER 
MARAD: MR. RASMUS 
EB/TT - MR. MEADOWS 

027334 

O 041800Z DEC 73 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW IMMEDIATE 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 237149 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRN, ENRG 

SUBJECT: SHIP BUNKERS SHORTAGE 

REF: (A) STATE 234084 (B) MOSCOW 15110 

GENEVA FOR WEBB 

1. SITREP IN REF B, FIRST REPORT RECEIVED BY DEPARTMENT 
FROM ANY ADDRESSEE OF REF A DESCRIBING PLANNED WHOLESALE 
REDUCTION OR ELIMINATION OF BUNKERS FOR FOREIGN FLAG 
VESSELS (PRESUMINGLY TO INCLUDE US-FLAG VESSELS). 

2. AS NOTED IN PARA 2 REF A, USG ALLOCATION PLAN EXPECTED 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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TO OPERATE IN A NONDISCRIMINA ORY MANNER AS REGARDS 
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FOREIGN FLAG AND US-FLAG VESSELS. NEVERTHELESS, WE 
EXPECT THAT THERE WILL BE PROVISION FOR RECIPROCITY WHEREBY 
VESSELS OF NATION WHICH FAILS TO BUNKER US-FLAG (OR US- 
RADE) VESSELS IN ITS PORTS, CANNOT EXPECT TO RECEIVE 
BUNKERS IN US PORTS. 

3. HENCE. NOTING INCREASED VOLUME OF TRADE, AND PRO- 
JECTED INCREASE OF VESSELS OF BOTH US AND USSR REGISTRY 
PARTICIPATING IN SAID BILATERAL TRADE IN THE NEXT MONTHS, 
EMBASSY REQUESTED TO INFORM APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS OF 
MINNMERCHANT FLEET OF POSSIBLE CUT-OFF OF BUNKERS FOR 

SOVIET VESSELS AT US PORTS SHOULD US-FLAG VESSELS BE 
DENIED BUNKERS DURING PORT CALLS IN SOVIET UNION. 
MINMERCHANT FLEET SHOULD ALSO BE MADE AWARE OF PROBABLE 
ADVERSE PUBLIC REACTION TO SUCH SOVIET BUNKER POLICY. 

4. EMBASSY REQUESTED TO KEEP DEPARTMENT (EB/MA) AWARE OF 
SPECIFIC INCIDENTS OF BUNKER RESTRICTIONS APPLICABLE TO 
EITHER US-FLAG OR US-TRADE VESSELS. KISSINGER 
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